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Greetings/

This 1s the frst isswe of our brmonthly newskelier, The Maine
Bugle. The Bugle's mission will be o help tic together the
members of 191 & 2nd Maine by keeping them informed of events
and 1ssues that affect the wnit.  The contend will depend on what
you, the members, submul; the more that comes in, the more varied
and intcresting will be the content, m o mention the poini-of-
view, This is cspecially important when the more distant members
of Use unit are considered, for instance, the boys i Maine, All the
unil wanl's 1o hear from and know what's happening with the rest
of the un.  If needed, separate sections of the Bugle will be
devoled to news from each regron or company. Future issues of the
newsletier will contain iems such as evenl listings. readers' betiers,
research news, ovend reviews and after action repons. pictures. a
roster, classifieds, comments from Major Bunker, and whatever clss
we can think of

The newsletter derives its name from a newspaper first published
bv the weterans of the original 1st Maine cavalry ns The First
Maine Bugle. Intended 10 kesp the regiment alive by keeping its
veterans informed, it cventually became The Maine Bugple and
served the veterans of all of Mainc's regiments with news and
information on such things as rcunions. 1t is in the spint of tha
original effort that we present our own Maine Bugle

Who We Are

In 1950, Sievens Bunker formed a umi to take parl 0 the
upcoming centennial of the Civil War. Being from Maine and. ot
that time, bving in Flenda he chose to ponmay the Second
Regiment of Maine Cavalry because it had operated in the region
Where cver Bunker moved, another bit of 2nd Maine cropped up.
In the mad 70's he landed in Balumore, Maryland

While much of the wunit
fnded away 1o ones and twos
here and there, a mow corc
began w0 grow in Baltimone
which was  designated
Company A In the held
Ind Maoine beépan 0 camm 4
reputation for nof being a
typical “dismounted cavalry”
unit. Wi marched, drifled, and used the tactics that ihe covalry we
portraved would have used at a time when other “dismounied™ units

were ﬂl‘l!l.ph" smiull mobs running around yelling and shooting. The
company grew and during the 80°s it ficlded as many as 25 troopers
oi lorge events. Tt was nol uncommon for 2nd Maine to be fnvied
to events that otherwise advertised “No Dismounted Cavalry ”

As the 80's wound down, the onit began (o dwindle  Many of
company A moved on. Ceoing mig the 90°s there were fow left

actively participating

In the ¥'s we began actively recruiting, placing ads in hobly
periodicals, waiking 1o folks at events, and working on regaining the
unit’s reputation in the ficld Much of the “cxtra”™ cquipment that
was incorrect was scrapped. 'We reemphosized a “less 5 more”
philosophy, thit 15 basic uniform and equipment as was issued, in
hing with pornraving fvpical Umion covalry. The umil increasingly
began o mount @t events, beganmng with Sgi. Schumacher ‘s sons
in ‘%2, By 1995, we would field 6 mounted troopers al most evends.

The original 2nd Maine did nod serve with the Army of the
Potomac, but the active core of our unit lives in the region that that
army opermled m.  For a long time the we considerad the idea of
portraying Ist Maine Covalry. Many of the original 2nd Maine
were velerans of the 181 Maine and had petitioned 1o be sent o the
AP, but the powers thal be decided w semd them to the
Depariment of the Gulf msiead  Last scason Major Bunker mnd the
company's NCO's decided thal we would portray 15t Maine as well
as Ind Maine. Beginning with the Monmouth, NJ event in
Seplember af % we began officially registering as Company A, 15t
Muine Cavalry, Veteran Volumeers,

The Season Pasr
The 194 scason opened
with the first anoual

Members & Friends of 2nd
Miaine party. Somc 18
people ate, drank, and had
a good time discussing the
unil’s paslt  and  (ulure
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The first event of the season was Sailor’s Creek.  The park had
Jqust acquired pew land, and this was the first recnactment held
there in some ime. It was nod the event it had once been.  There
were simple too many Rohs, They owt numbered us no less than 3
to 1! The hatile was fought through dense undergrowih (hal made
it wugh going for the mounted boys. but those of us on fool did
Ok, The mfaniry however fell dilferently. Many remarks were
miache aboul mol returming nexl year.

Stannardsville was another matier. Held st Cakridge Plantation
near Arrington, WA, the Stannardsville event was great! The one
point thit made the event was the dawm tactical Sunday. Oakridge
has a lot of property, and we got to wander inio parts of it hardly
seen before. Though there were only six dismounted available, we
were able i take advantage of botlenccks in the ferrain (o stall the
Bebs several times while our infantry gol inlo. of oul of things,
Lester rode for miles doing recon duty. and we all felt like we had
carned oor breakfast

In the late T0's Bunker bagan a fradition of placing a wreath on
President Street Station (o commemorate the Baltimore Riod of
1861, This vear we marched out from the square at the fool of
Brosdway and marched 1o President Street 1o again place a wreath
on the building. We were not alone, bt for some vears now other
units have joined us, and an organization was formed 10 coordinates
cfforts to preserve the site.  Louds Turmer, an old 2nd Mainer
himsclf, brought the bronee plaques hes father had made for
President Strect and Camden Street Stations.  These describe the
events of 1861, and the moles the stations plaved in them.  The
plagues will eventually be placed on or in (s buildings. That aigll
a penod dress ball was held o support President Streel Station,

In May we participated in the Wilderness svent
whom vou spoke to. this evenl was either loved or hated  Probably
the best part was the tactical representing the Wikderness battle,

Enshrouded in fop. the entire thing was utter confusion and
mismanagement--perfect!

Radd

Uepmdn;

June: zaw us at the Pumping Station Road site near Getlysburg
taking part in the Custer vs, Stuart all cavalry event. This was a
good cvent.  While small because of s lumited nuture, 1t was a
famrly large cavalry event. Many cavalry units showed up that we
see or don'l e much of including a &th PA Lancers that came
from England.

The first wockend in July was spent at Farfield PA for the
Batibe of the Hills. Another large event, this one was pretty good
Probably the best part was that we gained two now recrudis. My
folks staved out from the Cusior/Suan event to the Fairfield event,
including Lester and his sons, Matt and Chiris

It August we ded an encampment at the Union Mills Homestead
in Maryland. We spent the weekend there training and drilling for
our benefit and the public’s  Bunker had a lavour of arms and
cquipment that was impressive (o us as well as the visitors,

In September we took par We
portraved the Mew York covalry that purssed and killed John
Wilkes Booth in a documentary about him and the assassination of
President Lincoln.  Bunker played the part of the man thai shot
Booth, while Lesicr plaved the Scrgeant that pulled out Boodh's
accomplice. The last part of the flming was the actal firing of (he
barn, which was handled by the 2nd Maine Pyrotechnical Team,

Lights, camera, fire!

Filmr company stages maginore of ok W ilkes Boarl
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The morning after the barn burning, Dave Geslouis and 1 headed
over to Essex, MD o check out the Ballestone Manor event. We
should have slept in instead.

Monmouwth, NJ closes oul September. What makes Monmouth a
good event is being in New Jersy, there wend (o be fewer Rebs, and
the crowd actually cheers the Union troops!  Besides thal, i's ol
100 had a site, and il has a nice litlle Rev War museum on it This
vear was quite ineresting.  Dave wound up geiting 11 stitches
along hiz eyebrow afler a horse poked him in the eve with a tree. |
on the other hand had something blow inio my eve during the
tactical and wound wp with a scratched cornea and a week ofl from
work, Of all that, the onby really bad part was the Mew Jersey
turnpike. This was also the first cvent we registered as st Maine,

Ciciober means Cedar Creek. 1996 00 meant rain, [ seemed (0
alwavs be drizzling, that is until they canceled Sunday's actical,
and then the bamle. It was then that the sun came owt and the rest
of the day wag quite nice, except that 90% of the troops had lefi
already and hardly amvone was lefi to meri the money the
spectators paid to see the show,

Wrapping up the scason in Movember was Remembrance Day
in Genvsburg  This parade serves more a5 @ way 1o hang outl with
friends and visit Gettysburg than anything clsc.  After the parade.
Drave and [ went to
vigit the monament
of the 15t Maine,
to place a =mall
flag. and take
pictures. A& ball
was held that night
and was slended
by Jerry & Barb
Todd, D
Geslods, Mark &
Maria Rooney

G, Tocdd

Event Registration

To facilitate registering the unit for events, a centralized svstem
has been adopled.  Each meomber of the company deposits 520 or
more inte a registration account.  That money 15 recorded in (he
member's name and used only o register thal member and
allending family for cvenls, When the member’s accound runs low,
they will ke prodded 1o send in more funds to cover any future
events, Any funds left over will carry inte the next season

The evenl schedule will list an amound and o cutedT dade Tor each
cvent, The amount is how much the cvent is charging, per person.
for registration. The cutoff date is the last day you can notfy me
that you will or will net be atiending that event.  If you miss the
culodl” dae, you forfenl your registration fee - it will already have
been mailed. I someons can substitule For vou, L& use vour
registration, them vour money will be credited back w vour
ACCOHANL.

Upcoming Events/

March 29-3), School of the Trooper, Port Deposit, MD
O g 230 gere gite in Cecil County, Marvland we will hold cur
training weekend. Training will center on the basics of
formation, movement, field lactics, manual of arms, weapoen care
and safiety
Amount; 5300 Cutofl: 3721597

April 12, President Street Station, Baltimore, I
A parade from Fells Poant (o the stalion 1o commemorste the
Baltimore Riot of 1861, Thas vear the museum in the statan will
be dedicated and opencd to the pubdic! We are the “host” unit for
this event 5o maximum participation 15 nocded! That night, from
7 1o 11pm, there will be a period dress Ball at the Polish Alliance
Hall for which tickets are 510 per person, There will only be 200
tickets so get them now before they sell out!

April 1%, Oakridge Plantation, Arrington, VA
13th annual event. 32 miles south of Charlottesville. A good
and improving event with lots of land to play on, a manor house
o check out, good campsites, and no hassles,
$5.00 Cutall: 2721

April 26, Fort McHenry National Park, Baltimore, MD
Living history encampment and garrison at the fort.

May 16-18, Bowling Green, VA
Tih antmal event. We've never been, wsually there was
something else poing on; this year there 1207
Frec CutofT 4/25

May 23-25, Brandywine, Wilmingion, DE
5th annual event. Nice park, good tactical, near by,
£5.0u Cutall. 5/2
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June 13-15, Trevillion Station, Green Springs, VA
Advertised as a mounted only event, if so, we grums wall go 1o
Cecil County instead.
150 Cutoff: 3/28

July 4-6, Pumping Station film site, Gettysburg, PA
Cedtysburg - The Forgoten Batles is the cachy mame for this
years duching Gburg event that we will be atlending
£6.007 Cutoff: 530 {may change)

August 1-3, 2nd Manassass, Leesharg, VA
Ar Tda Lew Park, dance Samrday cvening,
£5 00 Cutoll 627

September 12-14, Antietam, Sharpsburg, MD
Should be great 1o watch, and they promise a cavalry skirmush.
3800 Cutaff: 4711

September 26-28, Monmouth, Frechold, NJ
A pood event, nonthern crowd. no overwhelming mumbers of
Rehs, fine weather
500 Cutoff /5

October 17-19, Cedar Crock, Middletown, VA

Blayibe it won't rain.

56 O Cutoff: W19
November 22, Remembrance Day, Getiyshorg, PA

Annual parade and ball_ ¢l

Ball: $7.007 Check with me on this,

We hope to do another School of the Troeper in June, especially
if Trevillian Station falls  through We also may do an
encampeent. of two, @t the Union Mills Homestead near
Westmunster, MY Registration money and questions should be
direcied 1o

Grerald Tiodd
=047 High Point Road
Aalumore MDD 2 1226-2020

piodd fsprynet com

{410} 360-9148

My Two Bits

Fimally! [ didn’t think 1'd cver get this done, bt the first onc’s
out the door (or will be soon) and that means it's time to hogin
work on the March-Apeil issue. T hope 1o have that one ol the
door by the second week m March, Hev. | can do n! 1 ran a
meonthly mewsletter thal was an the mail by the 3rd workday of Lhe
month like clockwork, this bimonthly stafl 15 o brecee.

The kicker 1o all this is to have somcthing @0 put in. T'm sure
vou don't want 1o read my ravings alone six times a vear afier
Tecarimg, ol 19 or s0 weekends in person.  ['m counting on vou, ves
vou, o gt me stufl wo print here. To stan you off, senibble down
what yvou think of the first issuc of the Bugle, and what idcas you
have for s content.  Adl-in-all, | expect the Bugle will improve in
contend, appearance. et As we go along

i af hings / nid inc :
A classified sectron for finding, selling, or wrading things
Everyone's pecture next (o their name in the roster
A column where vou can resd Mapor Bunker's ravings.
A section with some stuff about the original regiments.
Stuff for civilians.

Mext issue will focus on the training in March, President Strect
Station. Stannardsville. and Fort McHenry, including maps and
directions. So pel vour registration money in!

Terry




